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Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church 

Sunday Worship Services | 8:45 a.m. | 11:00 a.m.                                                                                          Sunday School for all ages | 9:45 a.m. 

Trinity wants to say a big “thank you” to  
Lisa White for the beautiful paraments 
she made for the altar.   



You’re NOT Special! 
Harriet Phillips, Lay Leader 
 
Do you believe that God loves Christians more than He/She loves anyone else?  What about those born before Christ?   
I believe He/She didn’t wait until Christ came along to start loving people. 
 
Do you suppose He loves only those who are considered “good” more than those who are considered “bad”?  I don’t  
believe He loves what “bad” people do, but surely He loves all people the same.  I believe He hopes each of us will try our 
very best to do good works and to follow Christ’s example.  Of course, we all fall short of that goal from time to time. 
 
Do you believe He loves members of ISIS, the Taliban, and any other terror groups any less than He loves those of us 
who make it a point to be in our churches every Sunday?  If we are to pray for our enemies, surely, God loves them!   
No, we are not special.  He loves us all the same. 
 
You who are parents must know that sometimes one child will be disobedient while another will do exactly what we 
ask.  Do we love the one who has misbehaved any less than we love the one who follows our rules? NO!  Of course, we 
are disappointed in the “backslider’s” behavior, but we still love him.  We probably will punish him, but we still love 
him.  I believe God works the same way.  We are told of consequences for “bad” behavior, but the Bible never says  
He/She will no longer love us. 
 
Do you believe that God loves gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgenders, 
any less than He loves those who are “straight”?  NO!  We are ALL God’s 
children, so, as we do as parents, He loves all the same. 
 
Don’t think because you are “good,” Christian, or “straight” that you are 
special!  Don’t even think that because you are Methodist that you are   
special.  Methodism is only one way to God.  There are many other paths 
that work just as well. It happens to be the way that I understand best, but 
there are other equally-valid paths that may be more easily understood by 
others.   John Wesley laid out many rules on how to be a good Christian, a 
good person.  I do believe that if we follow these rules but don’t really want to in our hearts, we will be wasting out 
time.  God loves a cheerful giver of love as well as money.  “Going through the motions” doesn’t count. 
 
God knows our hearts.   We can show up every Sunday for church and still be evil!  How many children have been    
molested by those who claim to know God?  How many people have been murdered by those who claim to know 
God?  How many steal from a church because “no one really owns” that stuff?  It belongs to “the church.” God knows 
whether we really love Him/Her or just go to church. Claiming to be “of God" won’t save us!  How many people have 
even killed others in the name of God? Do we really believe God ordered that?  God knows whether we really belong to 
Him/Her or not! 
 
We have all heard that “Black Lives Matter.”  Of course, they do!  Guess what!  ALL lives matter!  No one is special - or 
- everyone is special!  God loves us all the same.   Our job is to follow in His/Her footsteps!  I know it’s easier for God, 
but it is still our goal and our job.  Of all the deadly sins, I read in our current Sunday-school text that PRIDE is the 
worst one!  If you think you are special, you have committed the most deadly sin! 
 
Maybe you think that because you are right more than others, that you are special.  You may have received a gift that 
someone else didn’t get, but others have received their own gifts.  Different is NOT special.  Maybe your sin is different 
from another’s sin.  That doesn’t mean you are special, either. 
 
As soon as we ALL realize that we are all on this earth together and that no one is special, we will get a lot closer to  
getting along and really having PEACE on earth!  I didn’t say that this is easy, but it is doable.  First we have to want 
this in our hearts.  As long as we WANT to be special, we will not see others as equal. 
 
We are NOT special - OR - we ALL are! 
 
 
 



“Like good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with 

whatever gift each of you 
has received.” 
1 Peter 4:10 













When we joined the church, we pledged to uphold it 

with our prayers. 

 Please pray for our church every day at noon by  
simply saying  

 

“JESUS I TRUST IN YOU” 

“You gave them roots, we give them wings”  
 Together may we give our children the roots to grow and 

the wings to fly.     

Trinity United  Methodist School 

210-684-5214 

Few Reminders: 
 

 CPR training: given by Trinity United Methodist School on Monday,         

 August 15th at 1:30pm.  Please register with the church office no later   

 than Wednesday, August 10th. 

 “Come and Go” lunch at Trinity United Methodist School on Monday,       

 August 15th from 11:00am-1:00pm. 

 Trinity United Methodist School starts Wednesday, August 17th. 

 Special Worship Sunday on August 21st.  Blessing of Teachers and       

 Students at 11:00am. 

 Choir rehearsals resumes Wednesday, August 17th at 6:30pm. 

 Godly play resumes Sunday, August 21st. 
 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Training  
 

.. immediately after the second worship service on Sunday, August 28th. 

From Twila Icenogle: 

If you have any saved minutes from any committees which you were previously  

involved with; please share these minutes with Twila (our church’s historian).  

Please give it to Twila or email to the church office at: ofcadmin@tumcsa.net.   

   We have some minutes dating way back to 1968! 



 
 

(If we have missed your special day, please notify  
Cynthia in the church office). 

WHEN WE GIVE FROM THE HEART,  
WE RECEIVE  

UNEXPECTED BLESSINGS— 
ESPECIALLY THE JOY OF MAKING  

A DIFFERENCE IN  
SOMEONE’S LIFE. 

 January - Church World 

Service,  Blanket 

Fund #982810 

 February - Jireh House 

 March - One Great Hour 

of Sharing 

 April - Children's Shelter 

 May - Camperships for 

Youth 

 June - Muziti Missions 

(Zimbabwe) 

 July - San Antonio U. M. 

Campus Ministry Founda-

tion 

 August - The Holding 

Institute, First UMC   

Laredo 

 September - Christian 

Assistance  Ministry 

(CAM) 

 October - Jireh House

(Thanksgiving offering) 

 November -Fairfield 

Children's Homes

(Omaha, NE 68114) 

www.fosakids.org 

 December - Providence 

Place 

2016 Missions Special/Fourth Sunday Offerings 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

          We at Trinity UMC take seriously our  Ministry 

of  Prayer.  The Prayer Ministry team continues to 

pray for your loved ones (as you have requested) even 

if their names are no longer in the bulletin. 
 

          Prayer Intercessory Ministry meets every  

Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.,  in the Null building,  for a prayer 

meeting.  Please join us. 
 

“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it  

rests in you.”   - Augustine of Hippo 

Happy Birthday to:  

JOYCE PARKE 2-Aug 

JOHN SMITH 4-Aug 

MARY ELIZABETH FRIZZELL 6-Aug 

TINA AZBILL 6-Aug 

ROY ROGERS 12-Aug 

BOB PARKE 14-Aug 

MARY ELLEN KELLER 19-Aug 

BOB ICENOGLE 20-Aug 

SARA PHAIR 20-Aug 

JOAN WURST 21-Aug 

BECKY LAMBERT 23-Aug 

LYNNSI GILLESPIE 25-Aug 

MARY BETH CALK 27-Aug 

BETTY MILNER 27-Aug 

EMMA MAY 28-Aug 

CAROLL SCHMIDT 28-Aug 

JUANITA SCOTT 28-Aug 

CHARLIE SETTLES 28-Aug 

ERICK BENTON 30-Aug 

Happy Anniversary to:  

JACK & HELEN TOOLE 1-Aug 

TOM & CYNTHIA SETTLES 4-Aug 

JIM & JO ANN CHAMBERS 7-Aug 

DARRYL & ALISA ROBERTS 20-Aug 

DWIGHT & MARY HALE 26-Aug 

A report from John Reed (Trustee) 

We ventured into the school underground Saturday, 
July 16th. Well, the pastor did! Reverend Bob and a 
couple of trustees opened the trap vent, and the   
pastor was the only one physically able to go into 
the hole.  

We are pleased to report the building is well built, 
on concrete piers, is dry, and pest free, (as far as 
could be seen). The space is about three to four feet 
in depth and is damage free. 


