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and our world transformed by the power of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” , U Lv
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/" REV. JOHNMEANDE ) SUNDAY Offering
Pastor “It is not the critic who counts, not the man who Christian
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Sunday School the triumph of high achievement; and who at the especially +he joy of
Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so making a
Zoom room that his place shall never be with those cold and timid difference in someone’s
Pastor-led Bible Study souls who know neither victory no defeat.” life. j
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Pastor's Reflection

Together for Christ
Bov. Johm 70, Peande

Serving Jesus Matthew 25:3a-4(0

3 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

3 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. *° For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, *°I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit

me.’

J esus uses two animals and two positions to draw a distinction between righteousness and

evil- the sheep on His right and the goat on His left. Christ is reminding us that we have a responsibility
to decide to be considered as a sheep and to be placed on His right or as a goat to be placed on His left.
This is not to belittle God’s creative ontogeny of both animals or of both hands- left or right, but to draw
a reflection on our relationship to people, our services to God and our perception about others.

After feasting upon a good plate of enchiladas, gumbo, jambalaya, Cajun etouffee, a Texas-style
barbecue, a bowl of queso, topped off with a slice of pecan pie and a glass of fresh water and Screaming
Eagle Cabernet Sauvignon, how many of us will think of assisting those who are starving and dying of
hunger and thirst?

When both the left-and right-wing media struggle to tear us apart by their perspective of how to
treat a stranger, do we develop a change of thoughts and make efforts at helping out, or do we allow
them to stay homeless, naked and sick?

For many Christians, our first thought of seeing people in orange, white or zebra-striped
jumpsuits, was that “This is a criminal, evil, bad and dangerous person,” so we have to be careful, stay
safe, maintain a safe distance and be ready for self-defense. Seldom do we come close or make efforts at
visiting them 1n prison or show them some love, compassion, encouragement and hope.

Jesus’ approach to all these is much different from ours. That’s why in this reflection, we see

Jesus’ offering us a choice as a congregation to choose between being a sheep or a goat and to be on His
right or His left, to spend eternity with Him or enter into condemnation. The unequivocal and absolute
will requires us to develop a paradigm shift by replacing the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, the
stranger and the prisoners, with Jesus.
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

As followers of Jesus and members of Trinity United Methodist Church, we are reminded this
year to draw closer to Jesus by being faithful and committed to our pledges, sow and engage in missions
and in compassionate ministries and to take some moments to reflect on our relationship with members
of our congregation, our loved ones, our significant others, our perception about strangers and our
services to God.




How “United” Are We?

Harriet Phillips
Lay Leader

| | ave you noticed how many organizations have the word “united” in them? It’s quite likely that if

each one of you named a “united” organization, we would have as many groups as those of you
who named one. There are several that I believe in, but there are 2 that I strongly want to believe really
are still “united.” Those are the United States of America and the United Methodist Church.

Lately I have seen too much division in both of them. I can still remember a time when, no matter who
our President was, we were still united as a country. If “our” candidate didn’t win, we still backed the
winner. After all, the “winner” was not in a permanent position, anyway. The most he (or she) could
hope for was to be President for 8 years. Often, it was for only 4 years.

I would like all of us to ask ourselves whether we voted FOR a specific candidate, or whether we simply
voted AGAINST one. I suspect that many simply vote their party, regardless of what their platform is.
Do you vote based on your candidate’s record, qualifications, or platform, or based on which party he or
she 1s associated with? Do you consider how his or her election will affect a “united” country? I hope
that starting on this Independence Day we will work very hard to do what is best for our whole country,
and not just for our party nor our candidate.

The other “united” I want to remain a member of is the United Methodist Church, specifically Trinity. I
know that in the past few years there have been some major disagreements about what our church
(Methodism, not Trinity) stands for. Again, we are divided, not united, on some major issues. Have
you done some investigating on the issues and how you really feel about them? Do you know why you
feel as you do? I urge you to investigate The Discipline to see where we come from and check out what
was decided at our annual conference. Please don’t just leave the church without investigating. Please
don’t think that if “we’ve never done it that way before,” that it is “set in stone.” Are you being selfish,
or are you thinking about how a new policy might help more people? Just because “united” begins with
a “u,” doesn’t mean it’s all about “u”!

Both of these issues come down to selfishness. Your choices should be made on the basis of how it
affects the most people, not on how it affects you! “The needs of the many outweigh the needs of the
few or the one.” What is that old saying? “A house (church, country) divided against itself cannot
stand!” Another is: “United we stand; divided we fall!” Both our country and our church are
crumbling because we are thinking more about ourselves than about the country and/or church as a
whole! Are you a part of the solution or a part of the problem?
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TUMC Scholarships

On June 13, 2021, the PEF
(Permanent Endowment Fund)
Committee announced and presented
$1,000 scholarships to six students
who are members of Trinity United
Methodist Church. The students
pictured who were in attendance at the
church service were Madisen Dye,
Allysen Dye, Tyler Brown, and Nick
Benton. The other two students not
pictured are Denise Wilson and
Christy Wilson. PEF Committee
members who helped present the
scholarships were Dr. Joanne Smith,
Bonnie Smith, Liz Calvin, and David
Lopez.

Don Ketchum is asking
help with watering the

Happy Birthday to i garden on Tuesdays,
N " : P
.9 Wednesdays, and
PATRICK ORMOND 2 Jul "' ‘ ys,
Saturdays.

JEREMY CADE 3Jul ”
JAMES RYAN LANDERS 3Jul
GENE SPRAGUE 13Jul

Happy Birthday to:
FRED LYLE 20-Jul

JOE MONTALVO 30ul
ROBIN LANDERS 24 Jul

SARAH ELIZABETH ORMOND  30-Jul
MARY SHOEMAKER 24 Jul

Happy Anniversary to:
BRIAN PHILLIPS 29-Jul

DAVID C. & CYNTHIA LOPEZ 1~Ju[
TOM & HARRIET PHILLIPS 5~Jul
EUGENE & TINA AZBILL 6-Jul
ROY & PAT PUTZ 12-Jul Please call the
office or contact
Don Ketchum.
Thank you.

ANDREW AND CRYSTAL KHAN  21-Jul

DAVID & TARA DYE 24-Jul
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His Many
Sparrows

MATTHEW 10,%71 50 DON'T BE aAFRAID: YOU
ARE WORTH MORE THAMN MAMNY SPARBOWS
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e e e T s e T T e T g e o L T e

R TheE 8 AR Pk ity YRTo  pims Tee B e by Gt R I o e (e i Dre el e e D
ST BT D | ARG O e T B ek Pl 3 Faevly S et M [T e Pl (R 17 st PR et
s Forad Pt el e ORsr BBETT Pois dte—iPink Ebout & mittkonary i he jungles of faatses Custemals

WTerE O Dy T STt Ormdd eperTull of raranl SR T

Statmtics tell wa thet svee weading crgeanustionm” grovicls Bitls io ne contect & messore e o ihe feid cutibde of
ther "Dunren of The menkon " They Mgt reguine § mort iy Chec i in vl Tooe parfaEa #n ikl o b4 anrusl ey 3
yearsl mestrg whan in courtry Thess mesterge s about numbes srd ey performencs indaston. TRe masoney
might ot fesl free to Vere Thes sirupgies o Thoss of (hee femily Decsuns they sl 10 nemen on The rrdndon Sedd

L] CRradan yons B prabably haded the e Davtors| Cire " kel frowl Nasly areeryDes il gnd e g
il @ IRarap in Wiws @ hikdnns, i Rl e ey @ ol bl fongscalion O (] i i sasraane o Bfde s @ diagied
g hjgergair Bt MDD it —thay bl dabf B DordPekiges] afd hily 60 Tl f il with avivyday lig

o

Viim o Han Ripay §paesnevs 0K pew A4 OF THE ABCRE

L R L T e T e L
CosBOBrBlE WA BN [0 i e (RS GDT B 1 ] SO g DO A ey e TR ©ha e o
s e fgrsces MOITE b SOt [0 G BRI AL W ko CuBETaina 10 work weth our miion sed
e dwary ATLEAST W0 of @l funcn we sk o sup@ort oThes mmivsions by Custemels oL ey Spstrmes S v (o s
thona on the foetiines of misson in Custemals. We s the lntening sar. Wa e the enooorags pointing back b God
e ma marTisge ard family cosntalioee We ne The chnicen treating Sepresiion, SNty snd s We s the
wor bzl £ omanonr halping chikinen with Dess prearuce. el avissr, lemiy hsees snd &1 of The msor s sy
school faces [epreasicn, sel hisem, anaiety. dentity mesen. woirtus] aue. Srauma. sbuoe sSoptisnl AN in the e of
Jewert And w cannot 80 sy oF Thin witReul Pl BEot HelD Ul s e el in Cestimals

His Many Sparrows

Name:

Pledge Card

Email:

Address:

Phone:

What Daoes Your Support Provide?

Pasteral Care, $pnbuil Direcbon. Cheetian Couneelling and
Chnical Sounsallireg vary in Cost doperlig of ey thids, such
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eneditiali.

Wikh His Hany Spamows we provide well reinad, s el
and Feenged tharaphas. Take alook ol Lhase credervtials

To: His Many Sparrows
c/o Brenda Haberman

9918 Scenic Hills Drive
San Antonio, TX 78255
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1 would like to support HMS with a:
O one time or O monthly pledge in
the of $

O Please email me the monthly
Newsletter.

O | commit to pray for HMS and
would like to receive special prayer
requests.

How Can You Help?
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